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Appl. No. 10/697,309 

Reply to Office Letter of September 2, 2009 
Interview Summary 

We thank the Examiner for the opportunity on August 19-24, 2009 to discuss the claimed 
invention with the Examiner in light of the cited references, and to clarify with the Examiner 
what are believed to be examples of novel and inventive aspects of the claimed invention that 
distinguish over the cited references. 

The participants in the interview included Oscar Louie (Examiner) and Jeffrey Slater 
(Technical Consultant). 

Following the last interview conducted with the Examiner on August 24, 2009, 
Applicant provided the Examiner with a proposed set of claim amendments that added the 
features " determining the first information from the codeword of the first set of codewords 
associated with the overall maximum second output symbol and determining the second 
information from the codeword of the second set of codewords associated with the overall 
maximum second output svmbol " and '^ the first infomiation is determined from the codeword of 
the first set of codewords associated with the overall maximum second output symbol and the 
second information is determined from the codeword of the second set of codewords associated 
with the overall maximum second output symbof ' to independent claims 1 atid 16, respectively. 

Applicant submitted that the foregoing features were novel and non-obvious over the 
prior art of record and the Examiner agreed. 
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